
Survey No. 
MARYLAND INVENTORY OF B-4344 

Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _y e s _no 

1. Name ( indicate preferred name) 

2 3 1 N o r t h Howard S t r e e t 

and/or common Duke B r o t h e r s S h o e s 

2. Location 
2 3 1 N. Howard S t r e e t 

street & number not for publication 

B a l t i m o r e . . 
city, town vicinity of congressional district 

M a r y l a n d B a l t i m o r e 
state county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- , district public occupied „ agriculture museum 
"v building(s) ^v private unoccupied ^ commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 

_ object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

X n o t app l i cab l e np military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mai l ing addresses of a l l owners) 

G&T P a r t n e r s h i p 
name 

8 2 0 1 Symphony D r i v e 
street & number te lephone n o . : 

Baltimore M D 2 1 2 0 8 

city, town s t a t e and z ip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, e t B a l t i m o r e C i t y C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r 

street & number 100 N. C a l v e r t S t r e e t , Room 610 f o l i o 1 9 8 

city, town B a l t i m o r e state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

.jository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Decription Survey No. B-4344 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated y unaltered X original site 

_J£_ good ruins ^ L altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
va r ious elements as i t e x i s t s today. 

Resource Count: 1 
This c i r ca 1890 c o ^ e r c i a l bui ld ing faces 

awning sh ie lds the f i r s t s to ry . u n a i t e r e d . The second s to ry 
The second and t h i r d s ^ ™ * " J ™ ^ T h e window cons i s t s 

has a t r i p a r t i t e window-entered on the - 1 1 . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
of a wide cen t r a l pane f l a n kfd ** n i r r t o o o e d by a hinged transom, 
nearly f loor to c e i l i n g ^ n d / a c h i s t o P P ^ h e p e r i * e t e r of the 
Si lver tape ou t l ines ^ e o i ^ t r i c b o r a e r s i l a s t e r s d ivide the 
window and transom g l a s s . g " " * ^ * ^ u ^ t e l . Four ca s t i ron 
three windows. A *~*»^"£££embellishment. Str ingcourses 
S p a r s e each ^ . ^ S S £ 5 - - - u b l e as s i l l s for the 

« ~ & t h i r d s to ry has a centered ^ V g ^ ^ ^ l u 
transom. Each window *• J / J ^ ™ ! f I v e r o s e t t e s pos i t ioned over 
each window. The I-Beajr l 1 * ^ * a * ^ e r

T h e s i l v e r tape ou t l i ne s 
each of the P i l " * " " ^ g ^ S S windows. ^ . . 
are only present on ^ e f i r s t tw t a i l p a r a p e t wa l l . 

A simple pro D ectmg oornwe s i t S
s c r o ? l e d b r acke t s . A d e n t i l 

I t has Project ing eaves supported by s c r o l ^ ^ ^ ^ a t ^ 
course runs below, B. P a i L 

terminal ends. 



3. Significance Survey No. B - 4 3 4 4 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

-1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_T7_ 1800-1899 _ i i _ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
"v 190ft- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect u n k n o w n 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B X C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e ^ l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s i gn i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

This bui ld ing, dat ing to the l a s t quar ter of the nineteenth 
century, i s an example of experimentation with the a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
expression of commercial forms. The brick work i s simple s t r e t c h e r 
bond, l a id without project ing p ie r s or p i l a s t e r s . The cornice i s 
modest in scale and d e t a i l s . The non-ornate a e s t h e t i c , however, i s 
tempered by the r o s e t t e embellished cas t iron I-Beams. These I -
Beams show an overt experimentation of using s t r u c t u r a l members as 
par t of the bui lding design a e s t h e t i c . The overa l l composition 
also shows experimentation of facade de t a i l i ngs on each f loor . 

By the close of the century, the large t r i p a r t i t e window on 
the second s tory became a hallmark of commercial bu i ld ings . This 
fenes t ra t ion pa t te rn was a common a r ch i t ec tu r a l d e t a i l on bui ldings 
in the Howard S t ree t d i s t r i c t . The smaller quad r ipa r t i t e sash 
windows on the upper f loors r e f l e c t these a r e a s ' l e s se r importance, 
perhaps as l i g h t manufacturing or s torage . 

The height of the building i s ind ica t ive of a e s the t i c s and 
land values a t the time i t was b u i l t . Standing four s t o r i e s t a l l , 
i t coexisted with f i ve - and th ree - s to ry bui ldings on the block. 
The decision to build high indica tes increasing land values in t h i s 
neighborhood; fur ther north on Howard S t ree t the bui ldings tend to 
be two- or t h r e e - s t o r i e s and further south they are four- or f i v e -
s t o r i e s . This four-s tory building thus stands in a t r a n s i t i o n zone 
of economic h ie ra rch ies on the length of the s t r e e t . 

The c i r ca 1940s a l t e r a t i o n s to the f i r s t s tory created a 
"modern" commercial design a e s t h e t i c . The use of t r a d i t i o n a l 
mater ia ls such as br ick and p l a t e g lass were combined with f lu ted 
aluminum sheets to modernize the appearance of the s t r e e t - l e v e l 
shop in to a f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g display window. This remodelling, no 
doubt a second remodelling a f te r the turn-of - the-century 
a l t e r a t i o n s , represents one of the l a s t periods of commercial 
v i t a l i t y on the s t r e e t . Very l i t t l e facade remodelling occurred 
a f te r t h i s decade. 



9. Major Bibliographical References survey NO. B-4344 

Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street (Washington: 
Preservation Press, 1987). 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name B a l t i m o r e E a s t Q u a d Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A l • I I I • I • • I I • I • I • • I B ! I I I I • I . • I I , I , I • I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

C l • I I I . I . . I I . I , I . , I D | I I I I • I • • I I • I • I • • I 
E | _ L J I I I I I l i I • I l I I • I F L_l_l I I I I • I I I l I I I l I 
G L L J I I I I • . I I . I . I i i I H L J I I I I , I I I i I , I , i I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

n a m e / t l t l e n i a n P S h a w 

organization CHAP. Knom 1037 date D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 9 1 

streets numbed 17 E . F a y e t t e S t r e e t telephone ^ n i - 3 Q f i - 4 R f i f i 

city or town B a l t i m o r e state MTJ 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y c rea t ed by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sect ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a re being prepared for informat ion and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infr ingement of 
i n d i v i d u a l p rope r ty r i g h t s . 

MARYLAND HJSTO^OAl mm 
DHCP/DHCD 

r e t u r n t o : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust 100COMMUNITY PLACt 
Shaw House CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023 
21 S t a t e C i r c l e 301-514-7600 
Annapol is , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



B-4344 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period: 
Industrial-Urban Dominance, 1870-1930 
Modern Period, 1930-present, alterations 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture 
Economics 

Resource Type: 
Building 

Historic Environment: 
Urban 

Historic Function and Use: 

Commercial 

Known Design Source: 
None 





B-4344 
Duke Brothers Shoes (King of Lexington Jewelry) 
231 N. Howard Street 
Block 0597, Lot 007 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 






